WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

L A method of storing video data in a memory, the method comprising the steps of: 
receiving video data from a video source; 
evaluating memory capacity available; 

if memory capacity available is sufficient, storing video data in the memory; 
if memory capacity available is insufficient, performing the following steps: 

locating previously stored video data in the memory; 

reading previously stored video data out of the memory; 

modifying previously stored video data, wherein the modified previously 
stored video data requires less space in memory, 

rewriting modified previously stored video data to the memory, 
writing the received video data to the memory. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of locating previously stored video data in the 
memory includes locating the oldest previously stored video data in the memory. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of receiving video data includes receiving video data 
in frames. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the step of receiving video data in frames includes receiving 
pixel data. 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the step of receiving video data includes receiving one byte 
of data for each pixel data in the frame. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the step of receiving video data in frames includes receiving 
at least 307000 bytes per frame. 
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7. The method of claim 6 wherein the step of reading previously stored video data out of the 
memory includes reading frames out of the memory. 

8. The method of claim 7 wherein the step of modifying previously stored video data includes 
removing pixels from the frames. 

9. The method of claim 7 wherein the step of modifying previously stored video data includes 
removing pixels from the frames in an amount equal to the number of pixels in the received 
video data. 

10. The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of evaluating memory capacity includes determining 
amount of unused memory. 

11. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of locating previously stored video data in the 
memory includes locating modified previously stored data. 

12. The method of claim I wherein the step of locating previously stored data includes locating 
previously stored data based upon an aging protocol. 

13. The method of claim 12 wherein the aging protocol includes the steps of: 

determining amount of degradation acceptable before removing modified previously 
stored video data from memory; 

determining amount of the memory to be allocated for modified previously stored 
video data; 

partitioning memory according to the allocation; 

determining amount of degradation of modified previously stored video data in 
partitioned memory; 

if amount of degradation is acceptable, identifying modified previously stored to video 
data; and 
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if amount of degradation is unacceptable, removing modified previously stored video 
data from the memory. 

14, The method of claim 13 wherein the step of determining amount of degradation acceptable 
includes determining the amount based upon a predetermined coefficient. 

15. A system for storing video data in a memory, the system comprising: 
a video source; and 

a video storage system coupled to the video source; the video storage system comprising: 
a processor; 

a memory coupled to the processor; 

a mass storage device coupled to the processor 

video storage software resident in the memory, the video storage software, when 
executed, performing the steps of: 

receiving video data from the video source; 
evaluating capacity available of the mass storage device; 
if capacity available of the mass storage device is sufficient, storing video data 
in the memory; 

if capacity available of the mass storage device is insufficient, performing the 
following steps: 

locating previously stored video data in the mass storage device; 
reading previously stored video data out of the mass storage device in 
to the memory; 
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modifying previously stored video data in memory, wherein the 
modified previously stored video data requires less space in the mass storage 
device; 

rewriting the modified previously stored video data to the mass 
storage device. 

writing the received video data to the mass storage device. 
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